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REVIEWS AND BIBLIOGtlAPHICAL NOTICES. 
Manual of Psychiatry. By J. ROGUES DE FUtlSAC, N[,.D. ; 
formerly Chief of Clinic at the Medical Faculty of Paris ; 
PhYsician-in-Chief of the Public Insane Asylums of 
the Seine Department; and A. J. R0SA~OFF, M.D. ; 
First Assistant Physician, King's Park State Hospital, 
New York. Fourth Edition, revised and enlarged. New 
York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc. London: Chapman 
& Hail, Ltd. 1906. Delny 8vo. Pp. xi+522. 
OWING to the European War, the necessary co-operation 
between the two authors for the production of a work of 
this kind was not found possible; it was therefore decided 
that the prepar~tion of this edition should be placed in 
the hands of the American author. In the result, we may 
state, he has been markedly successful, for he has given 
us u work full of modern thought upon mental illness. 
The first part of the book, which deals with general 
psychiatry, has been largely re-written ; and in the second 
part, which is devoted to special psychiatry, the chapters 
in connection with Huntington's chorea, cerebral syphilis, 
and the traumatic psychoses are almost wholly new. 
In a previous edition of the work an apology was made 
for following Kraepelin's classification of mental disorders ; 
since then, however, this classification has been almost 
universally reeognised as a very distinct advance, and it 
has succeeded in supplanting to a large extent he arrange- 
ment of clinical entities as evolved by other men. 
A large proportion of the book is taken up with sym- 
tomatology and the practice of psychiatry. We think that 
this is a decided advantage, and especially will it be found 
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so by those who have not had the experience gained by 
residence in a modern mental hospital. 
In emphasising the importance to be laid upon " history 
taking," the author states that satisfactory results cannot 
be obtained without a method of field investigation. This 
is carried out by field workers, who are attached to the 
institutions concerned. The Eugenics Record Office, the 
New York School of Philanthropy, and several Universities 
offer courses to meet the demand for trained persons for 
such positions. Their duties afford opportunities of visit- 
ing the homes of the alienated, interviewing their relatives 
and friends, and studying the enviromnent. 
It is a form of social service that may do much good, 
and it might, with advantage, be copied elsewhere. 
The importance of special diagnostic procedures in the 
investigation of disease becomes larger as time goes on. 
A good deal of emphasis is now laid upon their valde in" 
mental work, and in this book there will befound excel- 
lent descriptions of lumbar puncture, Wassermann's re- 
action and various chemical tests, in addition to the mental 
test of Binet-Simon and those of association. 
In the chapter on ,~tiology, a table is given showing 
the relative frequency of certain psychoses in people of 
different race, which tends to demonstrate that the Irish 
are most liable to the alcoholic psychoses. This statemen~ 
is the result of an investigation made at Manhattan State 
Hospital by George H. I(irby for the year 1908. Out of 
408 examinations of the Irish insane, 27.69 per cent. were 
found to be suffering from psychoses caused by alcoholism. 
This percentage, when compared with that of the race 
coming nearest in this respect, would appear to be pheno- 
menally high. 
In an account of the other preventable disease--General 
Paralysis--there is, however, some satisfaction to be 
found; for this entity would appear to be less prevalent 
amongst Irish-Americans than any other race resident in 
the States. 
H. 1~. C. R. 
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The Dublin University Calendar ]or the Year 1916-1917. 
Volume II. Dublin: Hodges, Figgis & Co., Ltd. 
1917. 8vo. Pp. v+194. 
THIs second volume of the University Calendar f(~r the 
current year contains the usual academic information, in-. 
cluding a continuation of the lists in Volume II I .  of the 
issue for the year 1912-13. 
One turns with keen interest o the statistics of present 
members of Trinity College in this third year of the Great 
War. The numbers are given at page 132. The total 
number of students on the College Books under the degree 
of Master of Arts is 732, distributed as follows :--- 
Women :--Non-foundation Sckolars 14 | 
Pensioners 175 ~ 198 
Sizars 9 
Meal :--Scholars of the House 58 1 
/ Pensioners 440 
Sizars, Ex-sizars, and Sizar- (534  
ship Exhibitioners . 36 ) 
Twice in each year the number reaches a maximum-- 
namely, just before the first Saturday in June, and just 
before the first Saturday in December. This maximum 
for December, 1916, was 82'2 = 73'2 + 100 - 0 - 10. 
The above number 73'2 does not include the names of 
students in the Medical School or in the Law School who 
have not paid the last half-yearly Arts fee. 
The Senate of the University embraces 337 names. 
The University Electors number 4,`203. Among them 
the name of the late candidate for Parliament, Sir Rober~ 
Henry Woods, does not appear. Nor is Sir Robert a 
member of the Senate, although he possesses the degrees 
of M.D. and of )r and is Honorary l~rofessor of 
Laryngology and Otology--a Chair which was " founded 
in 1916 for present holder only." 
The list of University Electors has evidently undergone 
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considerable revision in connection with the recent Parlia- 
mentary Election. At it, by the way, only 2,160 of the 
electors voted, or 51.4 per cent. A large number were 
inaccessible through serving their b:ing and Country abroad 
at the various seats of war. 
I{ECENT WOI{KS ON THE EYE.  
1. Extra-Ocular Pressure and Myopi(l. By ]shAY B. 
~UIRHEAD, M.D. London: John Bale, Sons & 
Danielsson, Ltd., Oxford House. 1916. 
2. Diseclses of the Eye. By GEORGE E. DE SCHWEI~ITZ, 
M.D. ; Prof. of Ophthalmology in the University of 
l~ennsylvania. New Eighth Edition, enlarged and re- 
set. With 386 Text Illustrations and 7 Chromo-Litho- 
graphic Plates. Philadelphia and London: W. B. 
Saunders Co. 1916. 8vo. Pp. 754. 
1. THE author--himself a myope of 62 years--very strongly 
holds the view that convergence does not tend to increase 
myopi~, and that glasses should not be worn by myopes, 
except o make clear distant objects. If they wear correct- 
ing lenses constantly, they must as constantly use their 
accommodation to overcome the correction when reading, 
&c. And so a state of eyestrain is set up, with consequent 
worry to the patient. Therefore, if you prescribe glasses 
--undercorrect, according to our author. At the same 
time he takes for granted " that the myopia towards which 
mankind are advancing is a moderate myopia, whose pro- 
gress must before long be arrested when the diminution 
of pressure accompanying the change from b~rbarism to 
culture reaches its inevitable limit." 
Now such a view as is set forth in this qttotation accounts 
very well for the eases of moderate myopia, but we think 
that most ophthalmic surgeons would prescribe nearly full 
constant correction for children exhibiting, say, over 4 D 
of myopi~. Absolute full correction would possibly be 
impracticable. And this would be done to reduce the con- 
vergence (because the child would naturally hold the book 
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further away) when the glasses were on. Dr. Muirhead 
has written this book, however, to prove that the con- 
vergence does not tend to increase the myopia, and those 
who are interested in the question should, without doubt, 
read it. 
2. Tins text-book has now attained its eighth edition since 
1892, and an excellent edition it is. 
Dr. de Schweinitz has taken much care to incorporate 
in it all the newest departures in ophthalmic surgery, and 
has given us a thoroughly up-to-date book. VfThen the 
tout cnsemblc of the book is so excellent it is difficult to 
find opportunities to criticise, or even to suggest. But 
there are one or two points to which perhaps we may draw 
attention. We wish that Dr. de Schweinilz had had the 
courage of his convictions, and had removed the name 
" Rheumatic Iritis " from the book altogether. The term 
has given rise to more mistakes in treatment than one 
could imagine. We hope that from the next edition 
the term will have disappeared. 
In the sub-section treating of traumatic cataract we 
,would .have liked more detailed treatment of it as a separate 
entity. It is a very common eye trouble amongst the agri- 
cultural population, who are just the people furthest re- 
moved from the services of a specialist and are most at the 
mercy of the general practitioner. To such people it 
would be something of a boon if he had a more clearly 
expressed, definite line of treatment when he meets such 
cases. 
in Elliott's operation of corneo-scleral trephining in 
glaucoma, most ophthahnic surgeons uture the flap with 
a continuous uture, which is left untied, rather than use 
" one  or  two  sutures . "  
It can easily be imagined that when the above represents 
all we can offer in the way of suggestion--and this from 
a purely personal point of view--we have a very high 
opinion of the merits of Dr. de Schweinitz's book, and can 
most cordially recommend it to the members of the medical 
profession in Ireland. 
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A Short Practice o] Gyncecology ]or Medical Students. 
By HENRY JELLETT, M.D. (Dublin University), 
F .R.C.P. I .  ; Master of the Rotunda Hospital, Dublin; 
&c. London: J. & A. Churchill. 1917. Demy 8vo. 
Pp. xi + 424. 
ABOUT three months have elapsed since we accorded a most 
favourable review to Dr. Jellett's Practice of Gynmcology. 
The present volume is condensed to suit students. The 
chapters on vaccine-therapy and radio-therapy have been 
omitted. Also the descriptions of many operations, which 
are necessary for the surgeon but are unnecessary for the 
student, are not included. With. these exceptions, the 
" Practice " and the " Short Practice " are nearly similar, 
and we recommend the latter most heartily as the " last 
word " in students' handbooks. 
Revista de Medicina y Cirurgia de la Habana. Vol. 
XXI., INo. 1. Printed by the Association of the Medical 
Press, Cuba. 
THIs volume of our esteemed contemporary opens with an 
interesting article on the epidemiological nd experimental 
study of beri-beri by Dr. Lebredo. By a series of care- 
fully conducted experiments he produced polyneuritis in 
animals, analogous to that produced by beri-beri nfection, 
by feeding them on shelled rice of an inferior quality. 
In the inferior grades of shelled rice the author claims to 
have found the germ of the disease, which he names 
" amylozSon." This parasite is unaffected by twenty 
minutes' boiling in water at ~ temperature of 212 
degrees'F. Dr. Lebredo writes there are " two etiological 
agents : one purely alimentary, promoting polyneuritis of 
chronic type, and a pre-disposition [to beri-beri]; the 
other the toxin of the rice [amylozSon], causing the pheno- 
mena of acute and sub-acute poisoning, and sometimes 
genuine chronic beri-beri." 
The author, chief of the Sanitary Department of the 
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Republic of Cuba, has had an unequalled experience of the 
disease, and anything he pnblishes on it is worthy of con- 
sideration ; but, so far, all our information on the subject 
goes to show that the absence or deficiency of the amount 
of nitrogen in food is the cause of epidemics of beri-beri-- 
this, we think, has been conclusively shown by the 
stamping out of the disease in their Navy by our allies, the 
Japanese ; and, as we read Dr. Lebredo's experiments, they 
strengthen this opinion. Withal the paper is of permanent 
value as containing a good clinical picture of the disease. 
Intralaryngeal Polypi, by Dr. Lauda, is a useful prac- 
tical contribution on non-malignant tumours of the vocal 
cords and their surgical treatment, which well repays read- 
ing. 
Dr. Stincer's paper, " Appendicitis and Typhoid Fever," 
gives the clinical history of cases in which much difficulty 
was experienced in differentiating between typhoid fever 
and appendicitis. And that prompt decision which laymen 
demand of their physicians cannot, in many cases, be 
always secured. 
" An Extraordinary Cmsarean Operation " is the title 
of a briefly-told Cmsarean operation performed under 
unusual conditions. During the bombardment of Rheim~ 
it became necessary to transfer the lying-in patients of the 
Maternity Hospital from. their wards to a cellar. During 
the transfer a young patient's abdominal wall was opened 
freely by a shell, and immediately the surgeon in charge 
operated through the wound. 
A Treatise on Materia Medica and Therapeutics. By 
R*KrZALDAS GI-tOSH, L.M.S. Cal. Univ. Edited by 
Lieut.-Colonel B. DEAtm, with the assistance of 
]3IREZ~DI~A N. GHOSH. New Edition. Calcutta : Hilton 
& Co. 1916. CI'. 8vo. Pp. xii+698. 
AN earlier edition of Dr. Ghosh's Treatise was favourably 
noticed in this Journal of May, 1914. The first edition 
(of Vol. I.) appeared in 1901. 
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We now welcome a new edition, which spea.ks for its 
popularity and success, and both are well deserved. 
For Indian students, especially, it is the best work they 
could procure, and vernacular Indian synonyms are sup- 
plied for all the B. P. drugs. It is a thoroughly reliable, 
useful, and up-to-date book, and we can unreservedly com- 
mend it to our readers. 
The text has been carefully revised, and all new pharma- 
cological work has been incorporated, with the assist- 
ante of Major Greig (Serum and Vaccine Therapy) and 
of Dr. ]3. N. Ghosh. 
Encyclopxdia Medica. Second Edition. Under the 
General Editorship of J. W. BALLANTYNn, M.D., C.M., 
F .R.C.P.E.  Volume IV. Ear to Filariasis. Edin- 
burgh and London: W. Green & Son, [Ltd. 1916. 
Large 8vo. Pp. viii + 685. 
ONE hundred and seventy-two pages of this ]~arge octavo 
volume are assigned to Diseases of the Ear and their treat- 
ment. Only one of ten articles on this subject is new--  
that on Otosclerosis, by Mr. J. S. Fraser, M.B., F.R.C.S. 
(Edin.), Asst. Surg. to the Ear, Nose and Throat Depart- 
ment of the Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh, and Lecturer 
on Diseases of the Ear, Throat and Nose in the School of 
Medicine of the Royal Colleges, Edinburgh. This article 
is illustrated by a plate containing six figures, and con- 
cludes with a bibliography of thirty entries. 
The General Editor contributes a new article on 
Eelampsia. and the Pre-eclamptic State. He has also 
revised his article on Human Embryology, as well as Sir 
Halliday Croom's monograph on Ectopic Gestation in 
collaboration with the author. 
A new article which will attract attention is that 
on Eugenics, by Dr. Caleb Williams Saleeby, M.D., 
F.R.S. (Edin.). 
Mr. A. It. Tubby, M.S. (Lond.), F.R.C.S. (Eng.), of 
Westminster Hospital, has almost wholly rewritten his 
classical account of the Injuries and Diseases of Fasciae. 
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Skin Affections are represented in this volume by Dr. 
H. Leslie Roberts' rewritten article on Eczema, Dr. R. 
Cranston Low's rewritten article on Erythema, and Dr. 
Norman Walker's revised article on Favus. The two last 
are well illustrated by eoloured plates. 
As usual, this volume is splendidly brought out by the 
publishers. 
Boletin de Medicina i, Higiene. Barranquilla, Repflbliea 
de Colombia: E1 Siglo. Afio. I., No. 3. Marzo de 
1916. 
THIS, the third number of the Medical Monthly of 
Colombia, contains an interesting biographical notice of 
Dr. O. A. Noguera, President of the Medical Society of 
Barranquilla and Director of Hygiene of the Atlantic 
Department of Colombia. From his earliest years Dr. 
Noguera was carefully and judiciously trained to fit him 
for the honours that his medical brethren so freely bestowed 
on him. After a good preliminary education at Rogota, 
he at fourteen years of age came to Hamburg, where he 
graduated as Bachelor; thence he pursued his medical 
studies at Leipzig, Munich, and Berlin, in which last 
city he graduated as M.D. and M.Ch. On his return from 
Earope, in 1909, he founded the Medical Society of Barran- 
quilla, and as Dr. Zea Uribe well says : " In his daily lec- 
tures his words are to his audience as those of an authorized 
missionary of science and of truth." And Professor 
Renaut writes of him that he is an enthusiastic student and 
a compassionate physician. Such a man truly deserves 
the honours his professional brethren bestow on him and 
his country promoles him to, as a benefactor of the nation 
and of science. 
Dr. Arango contributes a good paper on " Granular 
Conjunctivitis," which gives an interesting clinical pic- 
ture of the tropical types of the disease. Dr. R. C. Cabot 
writes of abdominal aortic pulsation, and draws atten- 
tion to the injurious effect on the patient of repeated exami- 
nations made to ensure that an abdominal aortic aneurysm 
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was not being overlooked. Re-examination of nervous 
patients is to be avoided if possible; but re-examination 
is necessary in many cases of suspected aneurysn~ of the 
abdominal aorta, a disease which often simulates or is 
simulated by other pathological conditions. " The Treat- 
ment of Tetanus " is the title of Dr. E. de la Hoz's paper, 
in which be gives a table of 823 cases of the disease, which 
include the statistics of the years 1900 and 1915, and up 
to the 25th of April, 1916. Of these, 519 were infants of 
from 1 to 10 days' old ; this terrible mortality is ascribed to 
a disgraceful want of cleanliness of the mothers. The 
author also draws attention to the death of the newly-born 
from gangrene of the funis from lice swarms, and truly 
says hygienic laws should be enforced and the necessity of 
cleanliness be taught; the use of aati-tetanic serum in- 
jections, lhe administration of chloral or chloroform, and 
in some cases special injections of physostigmine or 
beta-cocaine--these last are supplemented by the use of 
opium or ehloral. As a hypodermic at the site of the local 
sore, Dr. L. de Montille uses the following : Phenol 1 gram, 
oil of olives 10 grams, ether 21, to dissolve the oil ; of this 
he gives 2 to 5 minims every two hours, gradually reducing 
the frequency of administration until the injection is used 
only twice daily. He claims that this treatment (1) rapidly 
detetanises the patient ; (~) is easy of administration ; (3) is 
active in the dose prescribed; (4) the cure is positive and 
permanent, and effected in from ten to twelve days. As 
a domestic remedy alligator's oil, warmed, is rnhbed into 
the skin of the sufferer several times a day, and its efficiency 
is believed to be due to the substance to which it owes its 
peculiar musk-like odour. Dr. Noguera has yet a long 
way to travel before the Colombians reach the age of 
reason. The number concludes with an article on the 
dietary of the soldier, and very properly suggests that the 
use of fresh native vegetables hould be substituted for 
dried and preserved European ones. A liberal allowance 
of carbohydrate is recommended, and as a drink coffee, 
oatmeal water and milk are recommended. Potable water 
should be filtered and fresh, and provided in abundance, 
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Bulletin o] the Woman's Hospital in the State o] New 
York. Pathological Number, from the Thompson 
Pathological Laboratory. January, 1917. Pp. 54. 
IN our opinion the hospitals which do not issue medical 
and surgical reports are deserving of the greatest censure. 
And the governments and corporations which give grants 
to hospitals should insist that these hospitals should pub- 
lish comprehensive r ports. The Bulletin before us is an 
attempt in the right direction. It consists of a paper 
covered 8vo. volume of 54 pages, in the first six of which 
are included the names of the governors and doctors, and 
a geographical description of the hospital. After this we 
find seven papers dealing with the following subjects : - -  
1. Incubators and thermo-regulators. 2. Ectodermal 
structures in dermoid cystomata. 3. Co~gulability of 
menstrual blood. 4. Routine histological technique of the 
pathological department. 5. Adenomyoma of the round 
ligament. 6. Carcinoma uteri and non-cancerous lesions. 
7. Primary carcinoma, of the Fallopian tube. These are 
extremely interesting, but in a report of this kind we should 
like to have seen the statistics of work done in addition to 
these monographs. The report is dated January, 1917, 
but it is left to the imagination to discover whether the 
publication is annual or monthly, or whether it has ever 
been published before. As the hospital was established 
in 1855 by Dr. Marion Sims, it seems likely that the work 
of the preceding h~lf-century has not been left unrecorded. 
1. Charlotte Medical Journal. Vol. 73. No. 6. Char- 
lotte, N. C. ,Tune, 1916. 
THIs number of the Charlotte Medical Journal is rich in 
a series of papers of practical value, the majority of which 
were read at the meeting of the North Carolina Medical 
Society's meeting at Charleston. Dr. Rosmer reports the 
good results he obtained in his midwifery practice from 
the use of pituitary extract. Dr. McCain, of the North Caro- 
lina Sazaatori~lm, in his paper, " The Differential Diagnosis 
Charlotte Medical Journal. 185 
of Tuberculosis," emphasises the value of the thermometer 
in the diagnosis of tuberculosis in its early stage. Dr. 
Thompson, also of the Sanatorium, tells of the employment 
of getting a patient to cough to elicit latent rs in pul- 
monary tuberculosis, and gives his experience of this prac- 
tice deduced from many hundred cases. The Drs. Faisons' 
article, " Dangerous Pathological conditions due to pent 
up Local Infections," is a useful and interesting paper. He 
brings many illustrative cases of local manifestations of
constitutional sepsis, which are so graphically described that 
John Abernethy's " Local Manifestations of Constitutional 
Diseases" is recalled to memory : that great work which 
in 1789 and almost to 1850 had a place in every good 
medical library. The Drs. Faisons' paper is almost as 
suggestive as the " Symptoms and their Interpretation," 
by Dr. J. MacKenzie. That the contribution is a short 
one does not detract from its value, indeed, we think it 
adds to it, for, as a rule, short papers are read, and long 
ones shunned. And we may just refer to Older Lyons' 
short paper on excision of gastric ulcer, which appeared 
in the Lyon Mddical, and revolutionised the treatment of 
gastric ulcer throughout he medical world. "A  plea 
for the Early Recognition and Relief of Intestinal 
Obstruction," by Dr. Glenn, is a timely admonition 
against he evil of postponing operation in such cases. He 
shows that the mortality is exactly in proportion to the 
delay; and in some cases of torsion of the intestines hours 
make all the difference between life and death. The opening 
address of the President of the North Carolina Medical 
Society makes mention of the fact that the " State legisla- 
ture in 1913 enacted a law by which any county in North 
Carolina could by petition and election issue bonds to build, 
and levy a tax to support, county hospitals." Portia-like, 
" I stand here for the law;" and Dr. Fletcher, the Presi- 
dent, had before him a worthy example of the growth of 
the recognition of Medicine preventive and curative. We 
have said enough to show how helpful our Southern 
American friends are to the progress of Medicine, and how 
valuable is their current medical iterature. 
N 
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2. Charlotte Medical Journal. Vol. 73. No, 11. Cha~ - 
lotte, N. C. November, 1916. 
THE many practical contributions in this number of the 
"Charlotte Medical Journal" are, as usual, of great interest 
and value. " The use of Radium in Malignant and Non- 
malignant Conditions," by Dr. Gastofi Torrance, com- 
mences with a r6sum5 of all the cases reported of the use 
of radium in malignant cases, and is followed by a sum- 
mary of a large nmnber of cases in his own practice, which 
well repay reading. It is too soon to say that a remedy has 
been found for carcinoma and its consequences; yet 
we can say that in the discovery of radium Madame 
Currie provided us with a therapeutic agent which has 
proved more serviceable in malignant disease than any 
other; and the only one which gives a reasonable hope 
of successfully treating carcinoma. " The Modern Treat- 
ment of Tox~emia of Pregnancy," by Dr. S. S. Coe, covers 
very familiar ground and is valuable as reminding us that 
the treatment of eclampsia leaves much to be desired, as 
does its prophylaxis, both of which will, we fear, remain 
in their present unsatisfactory condition until we learn 
more of the pathology of the disease. The current theory 
that the disease is due to "a  disturbance of nitrogenous 
metabolism " adds nothing to our l~nowledge, and simply 
acts as a cloak for our ignorance. 
" Psychotherapy in Digestive Diseases," by Dr. G. 
M. Niles, is a suggestive paper on neurotic dyspepsia, 
which is one of the most troublesome maladies to 
treat. Patients suffering from this peculiar form of 
dyspepsia go from physician to physician repeating 
to each their oft-told tale of constipation, indigestion 
and insomnia. They call for great patience and infinite 
tact with unbounded sympathy, and do not always make 
corresponding purse-opening. From Dr. Niles's pen 
picture the American specimen is a replica of the European 
one.  
Dr. Williams writes about tuberculo-phylacogens. 
H,e says " the  physiological action of phylacogen is 
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very similar to that of the vaccines, and I believe Jt 
to be entitled to as high (if not higher) an en- 
dorsement by the profession. It creates anti-bodies 
making for immunity; it exerts an anti-toxic action; 
in tuberculosis it seems to hasten the liquefaction 
of the caseous materials, and improves the elimination 
by expectoration." We have no doubt whatever of Dr. 
Williams' whole-hearted belief in the great therapeutic 
value of phylacogen; but we regret that he should so 
express his views that an enterprising proprietary vendor 
could utilise them unchanged. 
Dr. Robertson's article on Aneurysms is a good 
type of a surgical paper; but unfortunately his second 
sentence ascribes the credit of ligation in the treat- 
ment of aneurysms to Anel (1710), whereas it was 
performed by Antyllus in the third century, and his 
method of ligature is described by Paulus ZEgineta, 
Rhazes, and Albucasis, and was adopted by Sy.~e of Edin- 
burgh, in his historical case. Although Erichsen, writing in 
1844 (" Observations on Aneurysm "), makes no mention 
of it. We refer to this because we think the omission was 
purely an inadvertence in an otherwise deeply interesting 
communication, and opportune in the present day. 
Dr. Mason tells of the successful removal of a button from 
the cesophagus of a three year old boy, eight days after 
it was swallowed, by means of a serrated laryngeal for- 
ceps. An editorial on " Hsemoglobinuria," brings pro- 
minently forward the value of copper sulpho-carbolate, an
anti-septic remedy which has found little favour on this 
side of the Atlantic, probably due to the disappointment 
over the ,se of the sulpho-carbolates of the alkalies. The 
writer suggests that as a prophylactic measure the plas- 
modia carriers should be detained in quarantine until the 
plasmodia re completely eradicated from their blood. 
An excellent account is given of the annual opening of 
the Medical College of South Carolina, from which it 
appears that the old college, rich in its inheritance of 
illustrious traditions, was never more flourishing. 
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The Interstate Medical Journal. Vol. XXI I I .  No. 7. 
T~,  above number of the Interstate Medical Jour~Tal 
contains many excellent original papers on subjects of 
present day interest to the members of the medical pro- 
fession. 
Dr. Pickerill (Major, N.Z.D.C.) in a paper on 
" Treatment of Fractured Mandible Accompanying Gun- 
shot Wounds," not only draws attention to the defects 
of existing apparatus for such accidents, but describes by 
illustration and letterpress a splint which from an anato- 
mical and surgical point of view seems well suited for the 
requirements of such wounds. We cannot, however, agree 
with the author that the splint is either easy of application 
or readily to be adjusted. ]t is, however, due to the author 
to say that he is one of the first to point out how difficult 
it is to coapt such fractures and retain the parts in posi- 
tion until union takes place. And we may further say it 
is only such a splint as his that could meet the requirements 
of a case in which there had been a considerable loss of 
bone tissue. Drs. Williams and Burdick write of sputum 
culture. They note that during the recent epidemic of 
"gr ip , "  which commenced in December, 1915, the 
sputum cultures from 58 individuals gave streptococci in 
90 per cent. of the specimens examined; and they add 
that this streptococcus, which is lanceolate in shape, 
usually found in pairs or very shrot chains, is Gram- 
positive, and has the appearance of a pneumococcus, is
the causative germ of the disease. The following sixteen 
pages are given to the "Report  of Twelve Cases of 
Pellagra and its Relation to Mental Disease," a peculiarly 
arid piece of writing. You travel through a desert inter- 
spersed with sand hummocks. We are told in severely 
scientific language of the psychotic types of pellagra, 
though the author produces no evidence of a psychotic 
cause. The twelve cases cited are wholly irrelevant to 
the argument. Twelve poor demented creatures in a 
state of semi-starvation happen to be suffering from 
pellagra, and the author classifies them into three groups. 
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We have read nothing more ridiculous since we read of 
the labours of the Philosophers of Laputa. They held 
a scientific position in the State, were highly honoured, 
respected as specialists, and were immortalised by Swift. 
" ]~ood and Drug Idiosyncrasy," by Dr. P. Getson, 
is a subject in which' we all are more or less interested; 
one for which an explanation has been sought prior to 
the days of Hippocrates, and unfortunately it still awaits 
a solution. Dr. Getson in the paper before us offers an 
explanation which is neither more nor less than a 
modernised re-hash in highly technical language of the 
theories of ]3eddoes, for which that great physician and 
philanthropist claimed universal application. Stripped of 
technicalities, Dr. Getson's theory is that an excess or de- 
ficiency of any essential constituent may create an idiosyn- 
crasy. In certain idiosyncrasies he assumes that the condi- 
tion necessary for his hypothesis exists, and all the rest 
naturally follows. Diedrich t~:nickerboeker, more than a 
hundred years ago, wrote ti~;at he tail of a comet was all 
that a philosopher required in order to work mit;acles. To- 
day a philosopher needs but a theory, and Dr. Getson's is, 
unconsciously we doubt not, ]3eddoes, enunciated at Bir- 
mingham in the closing years of the eighteenth and the 
beginning of the nineteenth century ; and more fully tested 
in ]3ristol, for Dr. ]3eddoes, by Davy. Dr. Getson's ex- 
periments are unsatisfactory, and his deductions from them 
seem to us to be forced. The problem of idiosyncrasy 
which baffled ]3eddoes is yet to be solved. 
Dr. Cornwall's paper on " The Treatment of Lobar 
Pneumonia" is the result of his experience of a 
continuous series of 124 cases; in which the gross 
mortality was 16 per cent. It may be thus sum- 
marised :--Keep the patient in bed in the horizontal posi- 
tion until at least ten days after defervescence; supply 
plenty of fresh air. As food, give modified milk, cereal 
gruels, fruit juice, and milk sugar. His medication con- 
sists of sodium chloride, calcium chloride or lactate and 
water. Cardiac stimuli when necessary, strychnine 1/60 
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grain doses, digitalin 1/100 grain doses, or strophanthus 
tincture. Opiates may be necessary in the early stage 
in small doses, never for the relief of pain, or if 
respiration is laboured or shallow. Avoid purgatives, 
although in the early stages an enema of soap suds and oil 
is sometimes valuable. " Chronic Disease," by Dr. J. 
M. Taylor, reads to us as an address to lay readers, and 
is outside the scope of medical criticism. " Family 
Albinism," by Dr. F. C. Knowles, is an excellent well 
thought out contribution. He considers that albinism 
should be classed under the recessive type of inheritance. 
We would have preferred the title atavism ; but it is simply 
a choice of words. " Heliotherapay in Colorado," by 
Dr. C. F. Gardiner, advocates the use of sun baths, tells 
how they should be administered, and gives the most 
approved theory of the value of solar energy on the 
human body; and tells it all in a very readable manner. 
The illustrations of the paper add much to its value. As 
we read of the beneficient effects of these baths we regret 
that our climate does not lend itself to sun bath treatment. 
Dr. Verbrycke in a short paper, " Cancer of the Stomach," 
emphasises the difficulties of diagnosticating cancer of the 
stomach; the relative importance of the various diagnostic 
means; and the value of exploratory laparotomy in ap-. 
parently hopeless cases. " Malignant Growth in the 
Hew-born," by Dr. Rowell, is a short account of a well. 
told clinical picture, of an instance of fatal h~emorrhage 
in a new-born infant, caused by a malignant growth of 
melanotic sarcoma, which had its origin in the wall of 
the oesophagus and penetrated the aorta. Space does not 
admit of our extending the notice to other valuable con- 
tributions which appear in our contemporary, but the 
monthly is so well known and appreciated that we feel 
confident hat from what we have noted our readers will 
recognise, as we desire they should, that the Interstate 
Medical Journal is worthy of support, and is rich in 
original communications of sterling value. 
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An Al,manack for th(: Year o] Our Lord, 1917. .By 
JosEPh WnITAKmr ]0~.S.A. London: 12 Warwick 
Lane, Paternoster 1tow. 8vo. Pp. 1049. 
I:~ATtlER belated in date of publication, owing to shortage 
of labour, Whitaker's Almanack for 1917 is as usual replete 
with information, and therefore becomes an indispensable 
luxury, seeing that its price has been increased to three 
shillings and sixpenc% bound in boards. 
In the present issue the history of the Great War by 
sea and land is continued. A series of articles, each 
written by an expert in his own department, on British 
Empire Industries has been included, and will be found 
at pages 860 et seq. There are also articles on the financial 
side of the war, British Imports and Enemy Trade Labour 
and the War, and Aeronautics. " Combating Venereal 
Diseases" (page 816) gives a summary of the contents cf 
the final report of tile Royal Commission appointed in 
1913 to inquire into the prevalence of these diseases in 
the United Kingdom and the means by which they could 
be alleviated or prevented. 
The effect of the war on the contents of the Almanack 
may be seen in the nmch curtailed Army List, the omis- 
sion of the now obsolete table of ships of the Navy, and 
the considerable nlargement of the section devoted to 
honours and decorations. From the list of War Honom's 
the names of the recipients of the Military Cross are left 
out--an omission which perhaps calls for friendly 
criticism. 
In the Calendar some interesting additions have been 
made. The dates are given at which the zodiacal light 
may be seen after dusk on moonless nights in early spring 
or before dawn in late autumn. The time at which 
" Civil Twil ight" ends is specified month by month. It 
efids when the sun has sunk 9 degrees below the horizon, 
whereas night does not begin until the sun is 18 degrees 
below the horizon. 
